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Lssue No. 2 [ OCTOBER 1976

‘Bditor's Note

Once again I have had to cut articles - in some cases
drastlcally. 1 'hopé nio offence is taken! Thanks to- everyone's
enthusiastic response there is no room for me o say more!

o _ - Jenny Johnson,
. 000000000000000000 - ; =

‘Parish Council News
:Sdhe;reeﬁifs.
‘The Parish Council's efforts to get Reach-Swaffham bridge
repaired have resulted in the erection of a fence to make it safer, as
an alternative to removing it altogether - which would cost £19,000.

A.amall warnlng 31gn of the ‘bénd’ 1nto Great Lane has been
erected On the Fair Green approach.

Mm,.Reed of. 5waffham Road ‘hasg’ undertaken the care of the
cemetery from April 1977 and will spend orie morning a month there.
A small number of donations have been gratefully received towards the
upkeep, would .anyone wishing to add to these please contact any Parish
Counecil member..

Anyone who wighes to have -some heavy refuse collected {e.g. 0ld
fridges or cookers) may like to note the following telephone
number: Ely 3311, ext. 67 {ask for Mr. Townsend of the District Council).

'Any old nghts' , , Ca

R Mrs Peacock w111 be. pleased to ‘recéive any throw—outs before the

- end of October,-,Our new village trees are expected about the end of the
month and old tights are ideal for anchoring the young trees to their
stakes. Would anyone willing %o help with planting make themsgelves
known to a Parish Council member and watch the notice boards for an
announcement of the trees‘ arrlval in the v111age.

Parish ‘Gouncil’ meetlnge are held on the first. Friday of each
~month, ~Please note that the time of the October 1st meeting has been
' changed Trom 7.30p.m. to 2.30p.m.. v _

-ELECTORAL PAPERS .

Would everyone check that they have received and returned their
electoral papers. If not, please see Alison Houasden. -

-1 -



S
|
:
g
:
o
2

X K.S, & N.E. PEACOCK X
¥ REACH POST OFFICE STORES x
%“Groceries Cambridge Evening News . Wines '%5.
X Fruit Orders delivered weekly Beers ¥
¥ Provisions Tels. T41253 . Ciders X
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SHIRE HALL TITBITS

The Parish Councils of Reach and Swaffham Prior, with my support,
have been urging the removal of the Reach Road Railway Bridge, as the
steady deterioration of the structure, with the help of vandals, has
made it a potential danger to traffic-and pedestrians. The County
Council, which is shortly to take over the bridge from British Railways,
hag a cash problem, and is only able, at the moment, to do very
temporary patching,. It is important to prevent further damage; if
- -anyone Sees irresponsible behaviour, they should telephone fhe police

- or myself immediately, - e

The new Cambridgeshire County Structure Plan is making news now,
and T hope readers of "Out of Reach" will not be shy of expressing
opinions on some of the major questlons being posed. Villages like
Reach are an important feature of Cambridgeshire, and should not be
allowed to crumble and die becanse the Growth Vlllage Pollcy precludes
any development. Do: you agree? Let me know,

Geoffrey Wbollard,
gounty Councillor.

0o00000000000

Congervative Association

A meeting has been arranged for October 22nd at 7.30p.m,; in the
Reach Village Centre to econsider the getting up of a Conservative Branch
in the village. Everyone is cordially invited. Speakers will include
Mr. QOliver Fyson, a Vice-Chairman of the Assoc1at10n, and Mr. Ralph Boyce,
Secretary and Agent. Please attend.

_ 0000000000000 N
Annual Ploughlng Match

t Thié is the Qéth Anmial Match organised:by the Burwell and District
Agricultural Discussion Society and it will be held on Saturday, October
23%rd, from 9.%0a,m. until 1.00p.m.- at Portland Farm, Heath Road, Burwell,

i

A special point of interest must be the horse-drawn ploughing class
which was re-included in 1975 for the first time in sixteen years. There
will be a celebration supper in the evening at Burwell Village College,

starting at Tp.m.

Entries for the ploughiﬁg match should be lodged with Mr. C. Mason,
Cherry Tree Cottage, Low Road, Rurwell by Monday October 18th.
2 -
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SRS S IIERE Gardenlng 2;psﬂ: ,wiuw  ;7"‘”wj“ -

Mr, Dick Whltehead has kindly agreed to g1ve s some’ monthly
g w-gurdance ion--current. tagks,. g0 here dsse - , .

‘October in: your Garden.’_?'f

1, Plant out August sown cabbage 6"ﬁapart, in rows which are
-.,18%-apart. Use alternate plants. as ‘callards! (young greens)
-~in spring, -leaving others .to. make 1arge hearts.;;_

2, There ig still time to sow lettuce to stand the w1nter,
; @18, 'Arctic King', 'Valdor'. Also sow caullflower (*a11
’thé Year Round' w111”need some protectioﬁ)

nEarth up celeryh;g; rpee e

LAfY potatoes. There is no® polnt‘in }eav1ng fhem in the
“ground affer the Sklns have set as slugs are very prevalent
thiz year.

Pull off blown: ‘gprout - knobs,at -bage of plants.

e &Transplant wallflower and Pansy plants to thelr flowering
Lo :’.-,;’-ri‘_;"-.-'; _‘ "gua-rters.» ) o ..‘5‘"5“? et L "_.

Wl et Ia Tt - dahlda t‘ﬂbﬁ@ﬁ, duﬁt ‘EJ,,‘hh ﬂQWQrS Of sulphur and store in
a frost-proof place. B TV

ooooooOOOoooooo
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%cf?fldra' ;;;, Vlllage Hall Gogs;y

As you probably notlced 1n the 1ast report fromithe Vlllage Hall

Cormittee, Mike Lamb has been appointed secretary. He celebrated this

thonour' by immediately falling from the top of the barn sited on the

-~ Reach - Burwell road. I am sure you will join with me in wishing him
a rapid recovery. T T e

Those of you who use the~Hall for: Bingo etc., will have seen that
we have acquired new chairs: (100, in fact) which have cheered up the
interior.

A sub-committee is visiting other Village (Centres to rget 1deas
;; for interior* ‘design, including heating plans; as you may be aware, our
~.0ld friend the coal stove is on its last 1egs.

Ray Folkes tells me that the drains have been passed by o v« Contd,
- 3 -
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yillage Hall _Gossip contden....

the loecal government 1nspector, and I believe that without Ray's
patience we would still be awaiting that decision.
Numbers at the Bings ‘sessions have incéreased considerably over

the last few occasions and I hope this tremd continues. If =so, we
- shall be able to 1ncrease the pr:.ze money . o

"1t geems that there is ‘somé’ Snterest in a games mght and with
co-operation from those J.n'terestad, I gee no reason why this should
.not be arranged. : . .

I would lj.ke to take this opportunity of thanking Mr. and Mrs.
Strutton of The Royal Oak, Swaffham Bulbeck for their kind donation
in support of our Hall, I am sure they know this is very weloome
_ ‘Durmg thesa» oxpﬂnsm t:unes‘

oooooooOOOOOooooow

“phéasureér's Report
Clay Pigeon Shoot. 12.9.1976. Proceeds: £45.50 + £5.00 on
refreshments. ave extended to Mr. A, Parr of Burwell,

 the'organiser, and 4o Messrs, Houadan Bros., i whaose meadow
the shoot took place,

Dog Show. 19.9.1976. Thanks 'azie given to Mr. and Mrs, Mitohell
for organising the ewvent,. Froceeds will be settled when the
bill for rosettes has been received. Proceeds from eide stalle
£16 50 R S

' oooooooOOOOooooooo
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. BRIDGEMAN & SONS
Newsagents and’ Confectmners
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£ For 411 Types of Agriculturalmﬁontractlng %a
¥: g
3 HOUSDEN BROS. £
%‘ Manor Farm, Newmarket 741252 xj
X Reach, :  Newnarkdt T4L386 %
b S ' SUGAR BEET HARVESTING SPECIALISTS ‘ x;

) FROM THEVREV'D J. K. BYROM i

L : Colln Washtell ;":*:_ RSNy

E“When colin Washtell dled, the project nearesﬁ his.heart was. the

oty

,"iestorat10n~of ‘the dilapidated. porch whlch now so “disfigures.the

appearance of §t. Mary's Church, and we are -“thereforé: very grateful
indeed to his wife and family that, instead of floral-tributes at his
funeral, they should have invited contributions té the Réstoration
Fund, These should be sent to Mr. J.T. Norris, the Hon. Treasurer,
at Angleseéy House, swaffham Pricr, :

Meanwhile, I can ‘think of no fiote" fitting memorial to his life
and work amgngstuus than that we should get this work in hand and

R completed at’ the earllest moment

N T ‘ e L -
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Serv:ces at Reach

_ we shall be hold;ng our Harvest FestivaI on. Sunday, 3rd Qctober,
lat6,30pim. The Predcher. will be fhé Rev’d. Claude Flood. The other
serV1ces dre as usual..”- . ca

R 0000000000000000 =ayt~
: com CHARLES HENRYWASHTELL
Aﬁ“éﬁﬁreclatlon ffj;?‘ R R

. Golin Washﬁell dams to llve -in Reach after élstlngulshed ‘war
service in the Royal Navy:  He: had returned to ‘hig " native Cambridgeshire,

. a8 chlef ‘engineer of Labgear, one of the Pye Group of- Companies.

Descended from a medleval mason, who built the roof of King'
College Chapel, Colin was' himgelf "of the stuff that history is made®,
A man of superlative talents, he was a member of both the Institute of
Electrical and Nuclear Engineers, When he came, to live. in "White Roses"
he found hlmself the owner of an hlstorlcal monument, . Wlth hzs usual

- interest in Reach and its hlstory.; Thls, 1n turn, involved him in every
aspect of the hamlet's life, and many things which will affect its
future, Behind every village improvement, one could discern some.....Contd.
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An appreciation cont'd..... -

of his influence, advice and experlence. Mach of his help was
forthright and practical. -As a-famous church musician he built
splendid and unique. organs in the churches of both Reach and Swaffham
Prior. - 8o, ag was to be expected, he was to have contributed to

‘Mot &f ‘Reach", a series on the history of the Parish. There follows
Yhn {mtmaductory article whlch he had completed., The Edltors hope that
somehow the. series will Yo contlnued.- L x

T ' . , E.B C. Jones
000000000099000

THE CHANGIHG FACE OF REACH

The casual visitor to this area, flndlng himself at the end of the
Devil's Ditch and seeing before him the sleepy eluster of old vottages
huddled around the village green, can be pardoned for regarding it as a
'dead & alive! place and may well ask who chooses to live here, how old
is it, and what is there to see? To the first question one ¢an answer
d-truthfully sees."Thoze who appreclate peace and quiet..,." and "it is
‘ very, very ancient but nobody knows for sure exactly how old it is";
and to the second; quite briefly, .... "Very little"! 'For, as Reach
has never been an Ecclesiastical Parish, records are sparse and little
has been written about it,

The marks of history are -there, but are chiefly confined to the
80il ----- the earthworks, the dykes, the pits, and a wide-ranging
mnmber of finds of primitive implements and artefacts, Apart from the
ruined remains of Sir John Peksbridge's 14th century chantry chapel at
the rear of the Victorian school/ehurch and the two much-altered 16th
-gentury - merchants' houses beside the Hythe, there is little that can be
‘readily. associated W1th tReche', the imporitant inland port of .....Contd..

. gé.xxxx:xxxx mxxuxxxxxxm nxxxxxmmxxxmcxmnmmmg&
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3 . JACK HURRELL 3:),;
3 * BUTCHER GRAZIER 3
i migh street, - - 3
X 'BurﬁeLl.-g Sl o . Néwmarket 741222 %
¥ ' TRY OUR NOTED PORK SAUSAGES %
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The Changing Pace of Reach éont/d.... -~ -

medlevaI and later tlmes, and almost nothlng to show 1tq earller Roman
:and Neollthlc assoeletlons. :

Yet, until the coming of the railways it was a thriving port, its
quays a hive of activity where sea-going vessels were loaded and
unloaded and trains of horsedrawn waggons brought and carried off the
cargoes. All this commercial activity, and the consequent influx of
foreigners, no doubt accounted for the many inns and alehouses the
village once contained, the sites and names of which are still kwown.
"The Black Swan" (linked in verse with the "Maid's Head" at Wicken)
~and the "No Hurry -- 5 miles from anywhere" -~ at Upware, .the "White
Horee" on the west. 51de of the green, the "Bull® and "Blackeyed Susan"
- ‘on the Hythe, the "Moon & Slxpence“ in. Chapel Lane, "Oncle Tom's Cabin"

'": on the Green and | "The Ship" next to.the. church, are all now closed and,

_after a dry 1nterva1, superceded by.a welcome newcomer - the "Iwke's End*,

Even. the roads have changed since medieval times, for, until the
middle of the 18th century, there wag mo village green, the Devil's
Diteh, orlglnally aligned on the Roman Lode, extending right down to
the fen to split the village into two parts, 'East & West Reche' (one
- part in the parish of Burwell and the other in Swaffham Prior), the old
" .roads to the. two nearest villages running along the fen edge,i(that
_from Burwell coming out on the Hythe through Manor Farm and that from
Swaffham folloW1ng the Delph behind Church Hill into Great Lane)....

courses that can still be traced. The creation of the village green in
circa:1750 gave the opportunity to cut a new bypass: to the top end of

- the Green....;the straight section of Burwell Ro8d. ... and. improve the
track to. Swaffham which had once llnked the five. Roman settlements
there w1th the Roman Villa near Reach Bridge, unearthed in. l&92.

What we see today, however, gives us no idea of whet'their state
must have been in the past, although one can easily imagine it,
.-partlcularly if one can study even turn-of—the—last-century photographs-
~ such as the one, of the,Rev. St, John Dearsley, the first chaplain of
.Reach, dressed 1n Norfolk jacket,. knnckerbockers and hlgh boota, -
standing on Black Swan corner ~ and notes the. cart ruts in two or three
feet of mid and water in the road below!

But surely the greatest change is in the inhabitants; for within
the past 25 years many of the local families have left the village....Contd.
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The Changing Face of Reach cont/d....

so that today perhaps almost half of the present populatlon of under
' 300 Souls are newcomers who, despite the run-dowm appearance of the
place, apparently appreciate and enjoy the quiet, unspoiled rusticity
of this ancient Cambridgeshire hamiet.

C.W. 24.8.1976,
- 0000600000006600000
LETTERS

It is a plty that a potentlally lovely v1llage like Reach should
be in such a'lowly position in the Best Kept- Village COmpetltlon.
The Parish and Dlstrlet Councils will help as mch as they can to keep
the public places in good order but both need the co-operation and
- support S evezybody if we are to achieve better things next year.

Margaret Cook
(Dlstrlct Counclllor)

, I am against the Best Kept Vlllage Competitlon as T think each

village should have its own character, The competltlon geems to be
pressurising people who have rambllng gardens. and a tight budget to turn
- theixr overgrown but pleasant gardens into botanical wonders.j

The hiteching ralls are probably quite a'good'ldea as’ the
‘village has' twelve horses. I am, of course, referring to the white
" and green signposts put up all over the village. If they must be there
they should have been left a natural wood colour to blend in with the
rural hues.

_ If there has to be a Best Kept Village Competition there should
“also- be ‘The Most Characteristic Village Competition'., Reach would
come top in this every time as it has such &n independent charaeter,
Perhaps it should be pointed out that Reach is one of the few worklng
villages left in this ared.

Paul Robinson (14),
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BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE

EELP! There are still a few vacancies for the'foiloWing classes, ]
If you are interested please contact Tony Edwards (Tel:s Cambridge 811372). .

At Bottisham Village College

Do It Yourself Carpentry Mo, 7.30p.m.
Pottery. A Tues. T+30p.m,
" Portrait Pa.mtmg ' : I Tues. T.30p.m.
Golf : I Lot . Thurs 7.30p.m.
At gwaffham Priox . . . T
. Dressmeking . S Tues. 1,30p.m.

W.E.A. Classes _ e ,
Discovering Cambridege ‘ Puss. 10.00a,m, -

_ 12 noon
Musieal Appreciation - S Thurs. 10.00a.,m.-
12 noon

Both W.E,A., classes have the advantage of a creche,

If you need or can offer a 1ift please 16t us know.

.‘oooooooOOOooqoooQ

QUT OF REACH

FURTHER COPIES AVAILABLE - SEND THEM TO Y OUR FRIENDS - . -
5P EACH FROM THE POST OFFICE ' REACH. o _ :f e g

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXIE

 JOHN REED RON MORRIS
Landscape Gardener .Fe?nlelgh, Reach,

Handyman Service Makes Individual Pieces of
Estimates Given Free Purniture. Specialising in
10, swaffham Road, Reach Copies of Carved Period
Tel. 742140 After & p.m. - Pieces., Restoration Work.
Commisaions Taken in Oils.
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.. COME 1TO
REACH VILLAGE.CENTRE

" PORK AND FUNCH NIGHT
WILLY AND THE PLOUGHMAN
FRIDAY OCTOBER 8TH 8 P.M.

ADMISSION: £1.50 . TELL YOUR FRIENDS
XXXXXXxﬁxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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This Month's Seagonal Recipe - Sloe Wine

41b., Sloes :
.5 pints boiling water :
To each gallon of juice add - 51b Sugar
1/40z, Yeast

Method

Leave 3loes and water in a contalner to infuse for 4 days
Strain off liquid, measure and add sugar and yeast.

Ferment in a warm place (65-75°%.)

When bubbling stops (4 - 6 weeks) stir well and leave

- -3 days to settle,
Strain through flannel or thick muglin into a cask filling
right to the top (if you don't, wine will turn to vinegar).
Cork and leave for 6 months before bottllng and storing to
mature,
Joyce Harrlson.

oooooo(00000000

, © "SMALL ADS."
"RUY AND SELL THROUGCH "OUT OF REACH"
ANY ADVERT ACCEPTED
10p PER MONTH PREPAID
CONTACT: HARVEY HARRISON TEL. 741150

000000000000000
KELGRAM POODLES - Require Sensible school child 12yrs. or over to

groom show dogs. GCrooming will be taught, must be dog lover.
Pocket money and trips to shows in return. TEL: NEFMARKET 741448,

|

%E _ : X

2 SOCIBTIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS 3

X : b'e
E FREE ADVERTISING SPACE ::
. x : [

¥ FOR ALL YOUR FUNCTIONS RING 741150 %
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